ALASKA LEGISLATIVE REPORT
2008
The legislative session adjourned Sunday, April 13, 2008. This is the second year of the session, so if a
bill had not passed both house and senate, the proposed bill died and will not carry on til the next session.
This was the first year of a new law which limits the sessions to 90 days so there was a lot of scrambling
with the bills this year since most of Alaska session was taken up with ethics and a new gas bill.
The four major bills that we have been following and their current status are:
I H: HB65- This bill was the personal information, credit report and credit scoring which included
confidentiality of social security numbers, identity theft and record disposal. Concerns by the Recorder’s
office that they would not be able to provide documents to the public if a social security number existed on
a document was addressed and the bill was later amended to allow those documents to be part of the public
record. Passed into law. ALTA supported the amended bill.
VII-A: HB175-This was an eminent domain bill including to prevent the taking of prime recreation
properties for tourism purposes and also included access to fishing waterways. Basically to first obtain
access along Montana Creek and along the Anchor and Deep Creek rivers for fisherman to get to their fish.
Did not pass.. ALTA took no position
IX-D:HB163-This was the foreclosure bill that was introduced on behalf of Stephen Routh. It had been
amended several times and in the last committee, Senate Judicial, amended to exclude the requirement for
web postings and the requirement that the borrower cure 3 – 5 days prior to the sale. Did not pass. ALTA
and many in the legal community opposed portions of the bill, although we all agree we do need to update
our foreclosure statutes. The Web postings is what killed the bill..
VIII-A:HB25- This was an act relating to landowner immunity for allowing use of land without charge for
recreational purposes and protects land owners from liability for that use. It allows for a recording of a trail
easement for public recreational use. The easement form is created by statute. It actually can protect land
owner from adverse possession and prescriptive easements. Contains tort immunity. Passed. Statute AS
34.17 and AS 09.65.202
I have included two other issues relating to regulation that may be of interest.
IV-A The State of Alaska, Division of Insurance deleted the necessity for continued education for title
insurance limited producers. A licensing test is still required. Title Insurance is considered a limited line
of insurance falling under same section as bail bonds. Apparently the NAIC felt that a limited line of
insurance did not need continued education.
X-C In 2001 AS40.17.030 was passed into law setting out some stringent recording requirements
pertaining to margins, legibility and font. The State did nothing about the statute until this summer when
they suddenly said they were going to enforce it. Needless to say we are all scrambling to meet those
requirements. There can be NOTHING in the 1 inch margin sides and bottom, not even the name of an
attorney, title company order number nor part of a signature or a notary seal. First page must have 2 inches
at top, no writing, and 1 inch at top of other pages. There is proposed regulations out there to allow for
these documents to be recorded for an additional cost of $50.00 but we have not seen or heard if that
regulation will be put into affect.
If you would like to go on line and view these bills, it is easy to do and you can also check the status of
these bills. Simply go to www.legis.state.ak.us/basis
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