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FROM THE TITLE INSURANCE 
SECTION. 

By John E. Potter, President. 

The officers of the Title Insurance 
Section of the American Association 
of Title Men are impressed with the 
idea that many of the individual mem­
bers of the Association are not famil­
iar with title insurance, know little of 
its practical workings and do not 
realize its value and importance to the 
title men of the country. An edu<;a­
tional campaign has therefore been 
planned for the coming year along 
title insurance lines. There· is cer­
tainly need for such a campaign 
among the members of our Associa­
tion and its medium should be the 
Monthly Bulletin of the Association. 
Leading title insurance men from 
different parts of the country have 
kindly consented to assist in this mat­
ter by preparing articles on the his­
tory and development of title insur­
ance, its various phases and problems 
and its future and possibilities. These 
articles will all appear in the Monthly 
Bulletin during the coming year. A 
full announcement of the subjects and 
the writers will appear in the next 
Bulletin. We believe that these 
articles will be well worthy of perma­
nent preservation and will be a valu­
able addition to existing literature on 
title insurance. 

Abstracts of title are all right as 
far as they go but they do not go far 
enough. The fact that an owner of 
real estate has an abstract of title to 
his property means nothing in itself 
other than in expediting the settle­
ment in case of sale. It is just as 
easy to prepare an abstract to a bad 
title as it is to a good one. But to 
hold a policy of title insurance ab­
solutely guaranteeing· a good title in 
the owner and indemnifying him 
against any possible loss by reason of 
defects or encumbrances, means al­
most everything to an owner of real 
estate. 

This statement does not in the 
slightest degree belittle or disparage 
abstract of title, on the contrary, it 
increases their importance and value. 
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No title insurance company can in­
sure a good title unless furnished with 
a reliable abstract upon which to base 
the opinion of its title officer who 
passes upon the title. It does mean, 
however, that insurable abstracts of 
title must be prepared by reliable and 
experienced abstractors and the sig­
nature to the abstract must have 
something substantial behind it 
guaranteeing its accuracy. It means 
that the day of "fly by night," "will 
of the wisp, irresponsible individual 
abstractors, abstract firms or · com­
panies, is over. 

All experienced abstract people are 
familiar with the fact that there never 
has been a satisfactory judicial deter­
mination of the question of the liabil­
ity of the abstractor or the measure of 
damages in case of loss through de­
fective abstracts. This is one very 
strong argument for title insurance, 
the amount of damages being defi­
nitely fixed in a title policy. 

As between the abstractor and the 
title insurance company, the ab­
stractor would be only liable for negli­
gence, while the title insurance com­
pany would be liable for erroneous 
legal opinions as well as for negli­
gence. 

The title men of the country are 
frequently confronted with agitation 
for the Torrens System. This system 
is beautiful in theory; it sounds good. 
The only trouble with it is that it 
won't work in a country with a con­
stitutional form of government and 
with political conditions as they are 
now and probably always will be in 
the United States, owing to the pecu­
liar temperament of the American 
people. The Torrens System has been 
tried over and over again and has al­
ways proved a failure; yet, in spite of 
this fact, the advocates of the Tor­
rens System still keep up an everlast­
ing agitation for its adoption and title 
men are charged with the duty of pro­
tecting the public against the evils 
which would inevitably follow its adop­
tion. 

Now the best method of meeting 
any unwise or injurious proposition is 
not by directly opposing it but by offer­
ing something better in its place. This 
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is just the reason why title insurance is 
of such vital importance to the title 
men of the country at the present 
time. It is the "reasonable and the 
practical answer to the advocates of 
the Torrens System. 

But now we hear the abstract mem­
bers of the Association all say in a 
united chorus, "This is all right for 
the large cities where the volume of 
business is sufficient to justify the in­
vestment of capital for the purpose of 
insuring titles to real estate; but how 
about the smaller cities and towns and 
the rural districts?" This is just the 
problem which the Title Insurance 
Section of the Title Association de­
sires to help solve. · It is possible that 
in sections where the general public 
are entirely satisfied with existing con­
ditions and consider that a merchant­
able abstract, accompanied by a certif­
icate of a reputable attorney, is ample 
protection, and the specter of the 
Torrens System has not yet appeared, 
it is wise not to push title insurance. 
However, in many of the large cities 
of our country the general public have 
become so well acquainted with the in­
estimable advantage of title insurance 
that few important real estate trans­
actions go through without the pro­
tection of title insurance. In time, 
this feeling is bound to spread to the 
smaller cities and towns and even to 
the rural sections, and the local title 
men should be prepared to meet this 
demand or the movement for title in­
surance by the state may assume 
hitherto unknown proportions. 

Now, how may title insurance be 
made practicable in the smaller cities 
and communities? 

In the first place, is it not possible 
to raise the standard and value of the 
abstract by accompanying it with a 
guaranteed certificate of title which 
will have the practical effect of title 
insurance, based upon th~ accompany­
ing abstract? To render this certifi­
cate of real value, it will be necessary 
for each abstract company to incorpo­
rate with a sufficient amount of capi­
tal. In states where the laws will not 
permit the organization of title com­
panies with a reasonably low capitali-

( Continued on page 4.) 
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BULLET IN SERVI CE FOR COURT 
DECIS IONS. 

Several State Associations have 
made arrangements to furnish their 
membership with monthly information 
and a digest of court decisions affect­
ing titles. This is a very valuable 
service and one every state organiza­
tion should give. It is very easy to 
get some examiner-member who can 
f urnish this information to the Secre­
tary and he in turn issue a memo of 
these to the membership. 

This is being done in Missouri, Ok­
lahoma, Kansas, Minnesota, North 
Dakota and other states and is proving 
of great value to the members. It is 
something very much worth while, of 
real service to every t~tle man and in 
it self worth many times the dues of 
the Association. 

COPIES OF 1921 PROCEEDINGS 
AND DIRECTORIES AV AIL­

ABLE. 
There are a few extra copies of last 

year's proceedings and directories, 
copies of which may be had on appli­
cation to t he Secretary's office. 

TITLEMEN AT MORTGAGE BANK­
ERS' CONVENTION. 

Some of the members of the Amer­
ican Association of Title Men who are 
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also members of the Farm Mortgage 
Bankers' Association and who attend­
ed the convention of that body in Chi­
cago this month are, Hugh H. Shep­
ard, Mason City, Iowa, and Varick 
Crosley, Webster City, Iowa. The 
meeting was also attended by Vice 
President Wedthoff. He was very 
graciously given an opportunity to ap­
pear before their convention and pre­
sent the good will and offer of serv­
ice of the Title Men's Association. 

Mr. Shepard responded on behalf of 
the Mortgage Bankers. We are glad 
to have had this exchange of cour­
t esies and spirit of co-operation. 

FOR YOUR LE.TTERHEADS. 
One of your best mediums of ad­

vertising is your letterhead. If it has 
personality, dignity and character, 
force will be given the first impres­
sion of t he reader and the written 
matter will be given respect and at­
tention. The effect of make-up and 
style of your letterhead is to the 
reader many miles away from you, 
the same as the personality of a 
speaker to his audience. Your letters 
go everywhere and to many kinds of 
people. They are the conveyors of 
your thoughts, ideas and character, so 
strengthen them by a suitable back­
ground. 

Every member of the American 
Association of Title Men should have 
on his letterhead, "Member, The 
(your state) Association of Title Men; 
The American Association of Title 
Men." The effect of this will be to 
call attention to the two associations, 
but even more to arouse the respect 
and interest of the reader. 

THEY A RE GE T T ING TOGETHER 
NOW. 

This is the subject of an editorial 
8ppearing in the August 19 1922 
number of Colliers: ' ' 

"Don't forget that these associations 
- city, state and national- are al­
ready in existence in most lines of 
retailing, and are increasingly active 
and important. Having a definite 
field, they tend to become specifically 
professional, rather than generally in­
spirational. Of course, they reflect 
our motley human nature. Bray and 
boom and bunk, personal greed or am­
bition, the desire to swipe secrets or 
to milk the public at large-these blem­
ishes are not unknown. But if a trade 
is worth the space it takes, it is bound 
to have an association. If a man be 
li eves in his trade, he should join an 
a ssociation. The tide is running that 
way very strongly nowadays. These 
associations might well be asked to 
develop t he possibilities of planned 
responsible public service in their sev­
eral fields. Is there any more work­
able way of improving our ramshackle 
methods of distribution? The tool is 
at hand; we'd better sharpen and 
use it. " 

And thus it is that every trade, 
craft, business and profession owes it 
to t hemselves and their customers--­
the public-to bind themselves into an-

organization, not alone for the selfish 
idea. to promote and protect t heir own 
interests, but for the bi~ger and finer 
reasons: to improve t heir product, 
reach a higher standard of ethics 
among themselves, and to give better 
service to their clientele. 

ADVERTISINGL Y SPEAKING. 

"What ruined your business?" 
"Advertising." 
"How?" 
"I let it all be done by my com­

petitors." 

Same old musty, dusty store, 
Same old dealer, time galore, 
Same old fixtures, same old stock, 
Same old hammer, same old knock . 
Same old books, an awful bore! 
Same old ignorance of store, 
Same old cobwebs, same old fi ies, 
Same old "I won't advertise," 
Same old failure, same old wail , 
Same old common sheriff's sale. 

The hen that never cackles is t he 
fir~t to go in t he pot. 

The hen believes in advertising. 
When she lays an egg she tells t he 

· world about it. 
When she quits advertising, she has 

quit doing business-and the axe is 
going to get her sooner or later. 

Business is like a hen. 
Keep yours cackling. 

PRESIDENT BREWER TOURING 
THE EAST. 

President Brewer is visiting many 
of the New England and Eastern 
states. He has been gone since the 
convention, having left Cedar Point 
in his car the day after the convention. 

The following were present at a 
luncheon given by the New York 
Board of Title Underwriters for Mr. 
M. B. Brewer, President of the Amer­
ican Association of Title Men, Texar­
kana, Ark., and held at the Lawyers' 
Club, 115 Broadway, New York, on 
Thursday, October 5, 1922: 

L. V. Bright, President of t he 
Lawyers' Title and Trust Company; 
Henry R. Chittick, Solicitor of t he 
Lawyers' Title and Trust Company; 
F . P . Condit, Vice President of t he 
Title Guarantee and Trust Company; 
C. L. Woody, Solicitor of the Title 
Guarantee and Trust Company; C. H. 
Burdett, Vice President of the New 
York Title and Mortgage Company; 
S. H. E vans, Secretary of the New 
York Board of Title Underwriters a nd 
the New York State Title Associat ion; 
and R. G. Babbage, 111 Broadway, an 
attorney engaged in the examii;iation 
of t itles, all of New York City; C. E. 
Covert, President of t he Unit ed States 
Title Guaranty Company, and H. B. 
Davenport, President of the H ome 
Title Insurance Company, both of 
Brooklyn , New York. 

Also present, as the guests of Mr. 
Brewer, were Howard E. Pease, of 
Rollins & Sons, of Boston, and Earl 
Elkins, special representative of t he 
Maxwell Investment Company, of 
Kansas City. 
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Offecer s and Committees, American Association of 
Title Men, 1922-1923 · 

GENERAL ORGANIZATION. 
Mark B. Brewer, President .............. .... ...... Texarkana, Ark. 

Security Mortgage Co. 
George E. Wedthoff, Vice President ........... . Bay City, Mich. 

Northern Title & Trust Co. 
T. M. Scott, Treasurer .... ....... ...... ....................... Paris, Tex. 

Scott Title Co. 
Richard B. Hall, Executive Secretary .... Hutchinson, Kans. 

TITLE EXAMINER'S SECTION. 
Henry J. Fehrman, President ... .............. ......... Omaha, Neb. 

Peters Trust Co. 
J. R. West, Secretary .... ........................ ...... Nashville, Tenn. 

Security Title Co. 

TITLE INSURANCE SECTION. 
John E. Potter, President ... ... ...... .................. Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Potter Title & Trust Co. 
E. P. Tremper, Vice President ................ .... .. Seattle, Wash. 

Washington Title Insurance Co. 
Roy E. Calhoun, Secretary ... ............ ................. Atlanta, Ga. 

Atlanta Title & Trust Co. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 
Title Insurance Section. 

H. R. Chittick, Lawyers Title & Trust Co., New York, N. Y. 
Henry E. Monroe, California-Pacific Title Ins. Co .. .. . 

...... ...... ......... ...... .... ... .. .... ... ..... ...... San Francisco, Calif. 
Paul Jones, Cleveland Title & Trust Co ..... Cleveland, Ohio 
Cyril H. Burdette, New York Title & Mortgage Co ..... 

··············-·····--- ........... ...... ...................... New York, N. Y. 
W. N. Coval, American Title Insurance Co ........... ... .. . 

.... ............. ......... ............... ... ............. Indianapolis, Ind. 
J. M. Dall, Chicago Title & Trust Co ........... Chicago, Ill. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 
General . Organization. 

George E. Wedthoff, Bay City, Mich. (Vice 
President), Chairman. 

Mark B. Brewer · (President) .................. Texarkana, Ark. 
T. M. Scott (Treasurer) .. ... ....... ....... ................ .. Paris, Tex. 
Henry J . Fehrman (Pres., Title Examiners' Section) .. 

............... ....... .. ......... ................ ................ Omaha, Neb. 
John E. Potter (Pres., Title Insurance Section) .... . . 

.. ... .... ....... .... .. .. ................. ..... .............. Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Will H. Pryor, Pryor Title Co ....... ................ Duluth, Minn. 
W. K. Jones, Term Ending 1923 .............. Cheyenne, Wyo. 

Pioneer Title & Loan Co. 
George E. Whitcomb, Term Ending 1923 .. Northwood, Iowa 

George H. Whitcomb & Son. 
J. W. Woodford, Term Ending 1924 ............ .... Tulsa, Okla. 

Title Guarantee & Trust Co. 
M. P. Bouslog, Term Ending 1924 ............ New Orleans, La. 

Louisiana Abstract & Title Guarantee Co. 
Henry E. Monroe, Term Ending 1924 .. San Francisco, Calif. 

California-Pacific Title Insurance Co. · 

COMMITTEE ON PUBLICATION. 
Mark B. Brewer, Chairman ....................... . Texarkana, Ark. 
Will H. Pryor ...... ................................ ........... Duluth, Minn. 
Richard B. Hall ........ ... ..... ........................ Hutchinson, Kans. 

JUDICIARY COMMITTEE. 
Fred P. Condit, Chairman, Title Guaranty & Trust 

Co . ............... ........... ..... ............ ...... .......... ...... . New York 
Chas. E. White, Land Title Abstract & Trust Co .... .. . 

....... .............. ......... ........... .... ... ..................... ... Cleveland 
Carroll D. Judson .. ........... ... ..... .. .......... .... . Jacksonville, Fla. 
Worrall Wilson, Washington Title Insurance Co ...... . 

.. ... ...... ........... ...... ........... ........... .. ............ Seattle, Wash. 
C. E. Lambert, Lambert Title Co ............... Rockville, Ind. 

ORGANIZATION AND MEMBERSHIP EXTENSION. 

J. R. Morgan, Chairman ...... ............ .. .. ...... ...... Kokomo, Ind. 
Mildred A. Vogel, El Paso Title Co ...... ... ..... . El Paso, Tex. 
Jesse Kidd Payton, Sangamon County Abstract Co ..... 

..... ... ...... .............. .... ........................ .... .. Springfield, Ill. 
Edith Shanafelt ................. ...... ......... .......... Sigourney, Iowa 
S. H. Evans, 149 Broadway .... ............ ... ... New York, N. Y. 
Ray McLain, Central Title & Inv. Co ............. ........ ... . 

......... .......... ....... ... .................... .... Oklahoma City, Okla. 
A. W. Havens ... .... ....................... ... ... .... ... ... .. Hillsboro, Ore. 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON ADVER}'ISING. 

J. E. Thomas, Chairman, Bankers Guar. Title & Trust 
Co ............. .... ............ ...... ... .. .... .. ..... .... ........ Akron, Ohio 

Varick C. Crosley, Crosley Investment Co .... .............. . 
. ............... ... ....... ... ............ ............... . Webster City, Iowa 

Lewis D. Fox, Home Abstract Co ............. Fort Worth, Tex. 

COMMITTEE ON COOPERATION. 

Donze! Stoney, Chairman, Title Ins. & Guar. Co ........ .... . 
. ............... .. ...... .............................. San Francisco, Calif. 

Fred T: Wilkin, Security Abstract Co ..... .... ........... .... . 
. ................ ....... .............................. Independence, Kans. 

Edward N. Faith .......... ..... ......... . .............. .. .... Mobile, Ala. 
Paul D. Jones, Title Guarantee & Trust Co ....... ...... .... . . 

...... .... ....... .................. ...... ........... .......... Cleveland, Ohio 
B. T. Hiltabrand, McLean County Abstract Co .......... . 

...... .... ........ ..... ............ .. ..... ...... ............ Bloomington, Ill. 

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE. 

(Under provision of By-Law adopted Aug. 30, 1922, 
one member from each Federal Farm Loan District who 
shall appoint additional members from the States or parts 
of States in his District shall compose this committee.) 
H. R. Chittick, General Chairman, Lawyers Title & Trust 

Co., New York. 
District No. 1, William Webb .......... ........ Bridgeport, Conn. 

The Bridgeport Land & Title Co. 
States-New York, Maine, New Hampshire,Vermont, 
Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New Jer­
sey. 

District No. 2, S. H. McKee .......................... Pittsburgh, Pa. 
The Title Guarantee Co. 
States-Pennsylvania, Delaware, West Virginia, Vir­
ginia, Maryland. 

District No. 3, S. M. Hanes ........................ Ashville, N. C. 
Bankers Trust & Title Ins. Co. 
States-Georgia, Florida, North Carolina, South 
Carolina. 

District No. 4, M. G. Thraves ...... ............... .. Fremont, Ohio 
States-Ohio, Indiana, Kentucky, Tennessee. 

District No. 5, R. M. Hetherwick ............... Alexandria, La. 
States-Mississippi, Alabama, Louisiana·. 

District No. 6, W. S. Holt ... ... .. .......... ..... ... Little Rock, Ark. 
Ark. Abst. & Loan Co. 
States-Illinois, Missouri, Arkansas. 

District No. 7, H. C. Soucheray ............ ...... St. Paul, Minn. 
St. Paul Abst. Co. 
States-North Dakota, Minnesota, Wisconsin, Michi­
gan. 

District No. 8, W. R. McFarland ..... ............ . Norfolk, Nebr. 
States-South Dakota, Wyoming, Nebraska, Iowa. 

District No. 9, Guy A. Adams ..... ..... .............. Boulder, Colo. 
Boulder Abst. Co. 
States-Colorado, New Mexico, Kansas, Oklahoma. 

District No. 10, D. H. Culton ... .. ...... .......... .. ...... . Tulia, Tex. 
State-Texas. 

District No. 11, Ross M. Pierce .. ............ Sacramento, Calif. 
Pierce Bosquit Abst. Title Co. 
States-Nevada, Utah, California, Arizona. 

District No. 12, Mrs. M. C. Peters .... ..... ..... Ryegage, Mont. 
States-Washington, Montana, Oregon, Idaho. 
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(Continued from page 1.) 
zation, the prol?er legislation should 
be secured. If the reasonableness of 
the proposition and its value to the 
public at large are explained to the 
legislators, there should be no diffi­
culty in having such laws passed. 

In states where title insurance com­
panies already exist in the larger 
cities, arrangements may be made, if 
satisfactory abstracts are furnished 
with proper security as to their ac­
curacy, to secure title insurance from 
the existing companies based upon 
the local abstracts. The title insur­
ance companies will always be willing 
to make a reasonable and fair adjust­
ment and division of the title insur­
ance premium. There are also na­
t ional title insurance companies which 
will insure upon satisfactory local ab­
stracts which are properly secured. 

The suggestion has been also made 
of the local abstract men organizing 
cooperative state title insurance com­
panies in states where there are no 
title insurance companies, such com­
panies to be owned and controlled by 
the abstract people and to issue poli­
cies of title insurance upon their ab­
stracts. Under such a plan, the ab­
stract people would not only reap the 
benefit of a market for their own 
abstracts, but also share the earnings 
from the title insurance upon their 
abstracts. Such a plan seems practi­
cable and workable. 

This article is prepared with the 
thought of impressing upon every title 
man in the country the importance of 
title insurance as the leading factor in 
placing the title business upon a solid, 
substantial and permanent basis; also 
the thought that title insurance is the 
natural, reasonable and necessary de­
velopment of the Abstract System and 
that it is to the best interests of all 
title men to assist in educating the 
general public to the manifest ad­
vantages of the American system of 
title insurance and its superiority 
over any other system. 

The position which title insurance 
has already secured and the high re­
gard in which it is held by the busi­
ness interests of the country prove its 
real value. The success of title in­
surance is the best possible answer to 
the proponents of the Torrens System. 

The Title Insurance Section desires 
to be of assistance to the members of 
the Title Association in every possible 
way. Any questions or problems re­
lating to title insurance addressed to 
the President of the section, in care of 
the Bulletin, will be referred by him 
to Practical and experienced title in­
surance men who may seem the best 
qualified to answer. 

SUBJECT OF FEATURE ARTICLE 
FOR NOVEMBER. 

The November Bulletin will contain 
an article entitled "History of Title 
Insurance,'' by John R. Umsted, Vice 
President, Continental-Equitable Title 
and Trust Co., Philadelphia. 

1\1 0 ~ T II L Y B U L L E T I N 

MISSOURI ASSOCIATION OF TITLE 
MEN HOLDS FIFTEENTH AN­

NUAL CONVENTION. 
This was a most interesting meeting 

and much was accomplished. There 
was a representative number present 
and a real program was outlined for 
the coming year. The meeting was 
held on October 2 and 3, and the pro­
gram consisted largely of discussion of 
matters under consideration in the 
past year and others to be taken up 
during the coming one. Only two 
addresses were on the program, one 
by the Executive Secretary of the 
American Association of Title Men, 
who spoke on general title matters, 
and the other by James H. Craven, of 
the Kansas City Bar, who gave a most 
valuable and interesting history of 
conveyancing., 

A Missouri Association last year 
followed the district campaign plan 
for members with good success and de­
cided to continue the scheme this year. 

The members of this Association 
have some very definite opinions as to 
the "curbstoner" and are going to 
work hard to put the abstract business 
of the state on a basis of better work 
and higher standards. As part of 
this program they will shortly issue a 
booklet giving the names of approved 
abstractors-those who have the abil­
ity and equipment to qualify as mem­
bers of the Association. This will be 
given a wide circulation. 

Arrangements were also made to 
continue the monthly bulletin service 
on court decisions. These have been 
prepared by Hugh McGill of The Title 
Guaranty Trust Co., St. Louis, and he 
generously consented to continue his 
part of the work. 

The three Kansas City companies­
Kansas City Til'ie & Trust Co., Mis­
souri Abstract & Guarantee Co., and 
Mosher-Roe Abstract & Guarantee 
Co., provided for details of the meet­
ing and the entertainment of the 
visitors. They were certainly royal 
hosts and spared no effort in providing 
for a real time. There was a line 
party at the Schubert on Monday eve­
ning followed by a dinner at the Kan­
sas City club. Tuesday night was the 
time for the Priests of Pallas parade. 
Everyone who attended had a good as 
well as profitable time. 

The American Association exhibit 
was on display. St. Louis was chosen 
as the next meeting place and the fol­
lowing new officials were elected: 
President, Guy C. Gibbs, Springfield; 
Vice President, Hugh McGill, St. 
Louis; Secretary, T. S. Simrall (re­
elected), Boonville. Executive Com­
mittee: R. T. Brown, Perryville; John 
W. Baker, Sedalia; C. L. Eatherton, 
Columbia; Besse Newby Murray, 
Platte City. 

The Missouri Association is alive, 
its members interested and it was 
stimulating to note the spirit and en­
thusiasm which prevailed at the meet­
ing. They have some problems which 
need solving and working out and are 
determined to do the job. They have 
high requirements for membership 

and are determined that the Associa­
tion shall function for and be of value 
to the members. 

CALIFORN IA COMPANY CON­
TINUES TO EXP AND. 

Announcement has been received of 
the reorganization of the Fresno 
County Abstract Co., and its affilia­
tion with the Security Title Insurance 
& Guarantee Co. This makes title 
insurance now available in Fresno 
County. Glenn Schaefer, President 
of the Security Title Insurance and 
Guarantee Co., now resides in Fresno. 

The company originally started in 
Riverside, extended its operations a 
short time ago to include Santa 
Barbara and with its latest expansion 
to Fresno now serves a field of over 
20,000 square miles and a population 
of over a quarter of a million. 

This is a remarkable growth and the 
combined assets of the consolidated 
companies makes a strong institution. 

California is the home and strong­
hold of branch and consolidated indus­
try and the title business seems to fol­
low the trend of things in that state. 

The company has just issued a most 
attractive booklet on title insurance, 
entitled "The Best Evidence." It 
gives all of the possible losses which 
could be sustained by the land owner. 
The middle page is especially interest­
ing. It is a reproduction of clippings 
from newspapers telling of various 
frauds, forgeries, etc., which have 

· been made in real estate matters. 
The booklet further tells of title in­
surance, what it is and what it does, 
and describes the various forms of 
policies. 

It also describes escrow service, that 
branch of the title business which is 
convenient in closing land deals and, 
being so satisfactory, is ever increas­
ing in popularity. 

TEXAS MEETING, OCTOBER 16-17. 
The Fifteenth Annual Convention 

of the Texas Association of Title Men 
was held in San Angelo, October 16 
and 17. A report of the meeting will 
appear in the November Bulletin. 

The following item appeared in an 
Iowa paper recently: 

"Webster City, September 29-In­
vitations have been issued for a wed­
ding which will be of interest not only 
in this section of the state, but to 
many Iowa friends of the bridegroom's 
mother. The wedding is that of Miss 
Mary McHenry, of Denison, and 
Guyon Whitley, only son of Mrs. 
Francis E. Whitley, of this city, who is 
widely known throughout the state be­
cause of her work in Women's Club 
circles. The bride formerly was home 
service secretary for the Red Cross 
here. The wedding will take place 
Tuesday evening October 10, in the 
First Presbyterian church at Denison." 

Mr. Whitley was Secretary of the 
Iowa Association last year and one of 
those who worked hard to make the 
Des Moines meeting such a success. 

Congratulations. 


