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Overview 
 

New Mexico Republican Gov. Susana Martinez will ask lawmakers to reinstate the death penalty during 

an upcoming special session to address budget issues, the Santa Fe New Mexican reports. Citing the 

killing of Hatch Police Department Officer Jose Chavez and the kidnapping and murder of 11-year-old 

Ashlynne Mike in May, Governor Martinez had previously said that she would support capital 

punishment legislation during the next session. Martinez has also indicated that she will ask lawmakers 

to reconsider a “three-strikes” law that would send more violent repeat offenders to prison for life terms. 

New Mexico abolished the death penalty in 2009 when former Democratic Gov. Bill Richardson 

approved HB 285/Chapter 11. Democratic legislators, who hold a 24-18 advantage in the Senate but are 

outnumbered in the House by a margin of 37-33, have expressed reluctance to consider death penalty 

legislation during the special session. The state faces a budget deficit of approximately $220 million 

from the last fiscal year and a projected shortfall of $430 million for the current fiscal year. Martinez has 

not yet announced a date for the special session. 

 

West Virginia adjourned a brief special session on September 20, the Daily Journal reports. The scope 

of the session was limited to the appropriation of funds to cover the state’s share of repair costs related 

to flooding in June that caused more than $300 million in damage and claimed 23 lives. A proclamation 

from Democratic Gov. Earl Ray Tomblin’s office authorizing the session can be found here. HB 201, 

which appropriates a total of $85 million to cover the maximum possible state share of repair costs, was 

approved by Governor Tomblin on September 19. 

 

Massachusetts, Michigan, New Jersey and Pennsylvania are in regular session. The District of 

Columbia Council and the U.S. Congress are also in regular session. 

 

Ohio is in recess until September 27. Illinois is in recess until November 15 and is expected to convene 

a veto session on that day. California is in final recess until November 30 and is scheduled to adjourn 

sine die on that day; the legislature will convene its 2017 legislative session on December 5. 

 

West Virginia adjourned a special session related to flood repair costs on September 19. 

 

California Democratic Gov. Jerry Brown and Rhode Island Democratic Gov. Gina Raimondo have 

until September 30 to act on legislation or it becomes law without signature. Alaska Independent Gov. 

Bill Walker has 20 days from presentment, Sundays excluded, to act on legislation or it becomes law 

without signature. Delaware Democratic Gov. Jack Markell and New York Democratic Gov. Andrew 

http://www.santafenewmexican.com/news/local_news/gov-martinez-eyes-death-penalty-in-special-session/article_00bd82ba-9442-5ce8-a9ff-6a5f9c4cadb0.html
http://www.sos.state.nm.us/uploads/Files/Bills2009/SignedAndChapteredBills/Chapter11.pdf
http://www.dailyjournal.net/2016/09/20/wv-west-virginia-floods-special-session-3/
http://www.legis.state.wv.us/Bulletin_Board/Proclamation/2016/2ndSpecialSessionProclamation.pdf
http://www.legis.state.wv.us/Bill_Text_HTML/2016_SESSIONS/2X/bills/hb201%20intr.pdf
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Cuomo have 10 days from presentment to act on legislation or it becomes law without signature. Illinois 

Republican Gov. Bruce Rauner has 60 days from presentment to act on legislation or it becomes law 

without signature. 

 

The following states are currently holding interim committee hearings: Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, 

Arkansas, Colorado, Connecticut, Georgia House and Senate, Hawaii, Idaho, Indiana, Iowa, 

Louisiana, Kansas, Kentucky, Maine, Maryland, Minnesota, Mississippi House and Senate, 

Missouri House and Senate, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New Hampshire House and Senate 

(committee hearings published in calendar), New York Assembly and Senate, North Carolina, North 

Dakota, Oklahoma House and Senate, Oregon, South Carolina, Tennessee, the Texas House, Senate 

and Joint, Utah, Vermont, Virginia, Washington, West Virginia and Wyoming. 

 

The following states are currently posting bill draft requests/prefiles for the 2017 session: Alabama 

House and Senate, Colorado, Florida Senate, Kentucky, Montana, Nevada, New Hampshire, North 

Dakota, Oklahoma House and Senate, Utah, Virginia and Wyoming (draft requests appear on 

individual committee pages). 

 

Abstractors & Agents 
 

No new or relevant action to report on this week 

 

Foreclosure 
 

Illinois HB 4363 has been scheduled for a September 28 hearing in the House Revenue and Finance 

Committee. This bill would allow a taxing body or representative of a taxing body to file a vacancy 

fraud complaint with the county board of review if the property is receiving vacancy relief and the 

property owner is not actively attempting to lease, sell or alter the property. It would also set factors for 

determining whether or not vacancy fraud has occurred and would set penalties. 

 

Pennsylvania HB 1954 was considered at a September 21 hearing in the House Urban Affairs 

Committee. No additional information has been made available at this time. The bill would create the 

Vacant and Abandoned Real Estate Foreclosure Act. The bill would set forth when a property could be 

certified as vacant and abandoned after a creditor gives notice of default or initiates a foreclosure action 

or action for possession or to quiet title. After a property is certified as vacant and abandoned, the 

property would not be subject to mediation, conciliation, diversion or other program established by a 

local court to encourage resolution of owner-occupied residential mortgage foreclosures. Certified 

properties would be subject to an accelerated sheriff’s sale. 

 

Mortgage 
 

New Jersey SB 2401 and identical companion bill AB 1973 have been scheduled for a September 26 

hearing in the Senate Budget and Appropriations Committee. The bills would prohibit any individual or 

business entity from engaging or providing real estate appraisal management services, or advertising or 

http://www.legislature.state.al.us/aliswww/ISD/InterimMeetings.aspx
http://w3.legis.state.ak.us/index.php#tab2
http://www.azleg.gov/InterimCommittees.asp
http://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/assembly/2015/2016F/Pages/MeetingsAndEventsCalendar.aspx
https://www.colorado.gov/apps/calendar/html/event/?eventCollectionCode=LegCouncil
https://www.cga.ct.gov/calendarofevents.asp
http://calendar.legis.ga.gov/Calendar/?chamber=house
http://calendar.legis.ga.gov/Calendar/?chamber=senate
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/upcominghearingsfiltered.aspx
http://www.legislature.idaho.gov/calendar8/calendar.pl?dept=lsocal8
http://iga.in.gov/documents/242eba6c
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/committees/meetings/meetingsListChamber?chamber=S&reqType=S%2CSUB%2CA%2CI%2C&chamberID=S&committeeTypeStanding=on&committeeTypeSub=on&bDate=05%2F17%2F2016&eDate=05%2F31%2F2016&committeeTypeApprop=on&committeeTypeInterim=on
http://www.legis.la.gov/legis/home.aspx
http://www.kslegislature.org/li/documents/interim_schedule.pdf
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/legislative_calendar/index.aspx
http://legislature.maine.gov/calendar/#Calendar
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmSchedules.aspx?pid=schedpage&id=0&stab=02&tab=subject2&ys=2016RS
http://www.leg.state.mn.us/calendarday?jday=all
http://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/htms/h_sched.htm
http://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/htms/s_sched.htm
http://www.house.mo.gov/HearingsDateOrder.aspx
http://www.senate.mo.gov/hearingsschedule/hrings.htm
http://leg.mt.gov/css/Committees/Interim/default.asp
http://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/FloorDocs/Current/PDF/Hearings/ihearings.pdf
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/Calendar/A/
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/house/caljourns/calendars/2016/HC_37.pdf
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/Senate/calendars_journals/calendars/2016/sc%2026.pdf
http://nyassembly.gov/leg/?sh=hear
https://www.nysenate.gov/events
http://www.ncleg.net/LegislativeCalendar/
http://www.legis.nd.gov/events
http://www.legis.nd.gov/events
http://www.okhouse.gov/Committees/MeetingNotices.aspx?CommID=0&SubCommID=0
http://www.oksenate.gov/Committees/meetingnotices.aspx
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/LIZ/Committees/Meeting/List
http://www.scstatehouse.gov/meetings.php?chamber=H
http://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/schedule/WeeklyView.aspx
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/Committees/MeetingsUpcoming.aspx?Chamber=H
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/Committees/MeetingsUpcoming.aspx?Chamber=S
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/Committees/MeetingsUpcoming.aspx?Chamber=J
http://le.utah.gov/asp/interim/Cal.asp?year=2016&month=9
http://legislature.vermont.gov/committee/meetings/2016
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+oth+MTG
http://app.leg.wa.gov/mobile/MeetingSchedules
http://www.legis.state.wv.us/committees/interims/intcomsched.cfm
http://legisweb.state.wy.us/LSOWEB/Events.aspx
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/Alison/SESSBillsList.aspx?SELECTEDDAY=1:2017-02-07&BODY=1755&READINGTYPE=R1&READINGCODE=B&PREFILED=Y
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/Alison/SESSBillsList.aspx?SELECTEDDAY=1:2017-02-07&BODY=1753&READINGTYPE=R1&READINGCODE=B&PREFILED=Y
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cga-legislativecouncil/committees-3
http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bills/2017
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/17RS/prefiled/prefiled_bills.htm
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0217W$BAIV.return_all_bills?P_SESS=20171
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/79th2017/BDRList/page.cfm?showAll=1
http://gencourt.state.nh.us/XtraReportLSRPublic.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/64-2015/interim/interim-bill.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/64-2015/interim/interim-bill.html
http://www.okhouse.gov/Committees/ShowInterimStudies.aspx
http://www.oksenate.gov/publications/senate_studies/interim_studies.aspx
http://le.utah.gov/asp/billsintro/index.asp?year=2017GS
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+lst+INT2016-07-18
http://legisweb.state.wy.us/LegislatorSummary/IntCommList.aspx
http://www.ksefocus.com/uploads/bills/3103808/text-versions/b1a4a1486233a08bbeb7a44326a196e9
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=57031c3f12d&rtype=text
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2016/Bills/S2500/2401_U1.HTM
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2016/Bills/A2000/1973_U1.PDF
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holding oneself or the business entity out as engaging in or conducting business as an appraisal 

management company, without being registered with the state Real Estate Appraiser Board. 

 

Title Insurance 
 

No new or relevant action to report on this week 

 


